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Purpose
The Seven Stages describe the traveler's overall formative movement through
Benalyon. They explain how a person may move from first encounter toward lived
formation and outward contribution.

The stages are not ranks of spiritual superiority, offices, authority levels, or a
rigid schedule. A person may revisit earlier stages, experience several at once, or
enter through different points.

The stages describe formative movement rather than a compulsory order of
participation.

The Seven Stages

1. Invitation

The person encounters Benalyon and is welcomed to approach.

Invitation is an opening, not a demand. It does not require prior mastery, complete
agreement, or an unbounded commitment.

2. Belonging

The person learns that they have a place, purpose, and part within an ordered
whole.

Belonging is not compulsory belief, unquestioning obedience, or surrender of
freedom. It is the experience of being received into relationship and given a
meaningful place.

3. Experience - Lion and Lamb

The traveler encounters strength and gentleness held together under Christ.

The Lion and Lamb express a formative relationship between courage and
tenderness, protection and vulnerability, strength and care. The symbol remains
an instrument of formation rather than an independent authority.

4. Identity

The traveler recognizes and articulates a developing identity within Benalyon. A
Passport may serve as optional documentation; it is not permission to enter the
public portal, access free documents, or belong.

Identity is formative and relational. It does not confer spiritual superiority,
institutional office, divine status, or authority over others.
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5. Discovery

Meaning is uncovered through exploration, disciplined inquiry, and
cross-confirmation.

Discovery permits questions, investigation, pattern recognition, and learning
while preserving the distinction among source, interpretation, correspondence,
and authority. Discovery does not create Scripture or independent revelation.

6. Habitation - Return Home

What has been learned becomes an embodied and enduring way of life.

Habitation means formation becoming established and lived. It is not merely
visiting an experience, holding a concept, or declaring that restoration has
occurred.

Habitation does not imply institutional perfection, infallibility, or completion of
every question.

7. Contribution

The formed person gives something back through service, creation, stewardship,
teaching, preservation, protection, hospitality, or other faithful work.

Contribution is not a performance requirement or a way to earn belonging. It is
formed life returning outward to the community and creation.

Contribution completes the outward movement without ending the journey. The
traveler may return to earlier stages in new forms.

Journey Sequence
Invitation → Belonging → Experience → Identity → Discovery → Habitation →
Contribution

The sequence names a coherent formative movement but does not impose a rigid
timetable or require that every traveler experience the stages in only one way.

Relationship to the Journey Architecture
The elements of Benalyon Journey Architecture answer different questions:

• Journey Lanes: Through what form of experience does a person encounter
Benalyon?

• Seven Stages: How does a person move through Benalyon?

• Six Theological Foundations: What spiritual principles underlie the journeys?

• Sacred Geometry: How is Benalyon's order made visible?
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• Habitation: What is the formation intended to produce?

• Contribution: How does formed life return to community and creation?

The stages are related to the lanes and foundations but are not interchangeable
with them.

A Journey Lane is an experiential entrance. A Theological Foundation is a spiritual
lens. A Stage is a formative movement. None is an authority hierarchy or rank
system.

Temperatio Benalyonis - The Seven-Stage Journey of Benalyon names the
transformative process of formation across the Seven Stages. Stages are
architecture; the Five Journey Lanes are pathways; Temperatio is the process
operating across them. It creates no sixth lane, additional stage, office, rank, or
developmental designation.

Supporting process definition: [Source 1]

Formation, Freedom, and Christ
The stages are invitations into formation rather than tests of worthiness. They
must not be used to coerce belief, force disclosure, justify manipulation, or create
unbounded obedience to human leaders.

The stages remain within the established Benalyon authority order:

Elyon → Jesus Christ → Benalyon

with Scripture retaining its established foundational and authoritative
boundary role.

The stages do not create new revelation, Scripture, canon, or independent
spiritual authority. They remain a formative architecture under Jesus Christ.

Anti-Drift Boundaries
The following distinctions remain binding:

• stage ≠ rank;

• stage ≠ office;

• stage ≠ authority level;

• stage ≠ Journey Lane;

• stage ≠ Theological Foundation;

• progression ≠ spiritual superiority;

• habitation ≠ perfection;

https://app.notion.com/p/96ffedcb0cac4f33afc0ca6787db3607
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• contribution ≠ earning belonging;

• identity ≠ divine status;

• discovery ≠ independent revelation;

• belonging ≠ compulsory belief.

Public-Document and Publication Boundary
The controlling source page is freely available through the Benalyon Public
Document Registry. Its free availability does not make the Benalyon books freely
available. The Benalyon publication family remains separate, commercially
governed, and subject to its own publication records and access terms.

The controlling source page is the bounded public surface for The Seven-Stage
Journey. The canonical Journey Architecture remains the controlling source for
broader relationships, integrated formation architecture, and future changes to
the stage system.

Closing Statement
The Seven Stages describe how formation may become lived and then returned
outward:

Invitation opens the way. Belonging gives a place. Experience forms the heart.
Identity names the traveler. Discovery deepens understanding. Habitation
establishes the formed life. Contribution gives the formed life back.

The journey remains revisitable, Christ-centered, freedom-preserving, and distinct
from every authority structure.
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